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INTERIM REPORT
This study objectives were focused on identifying:
-

the use practices of the online environment in the teaching activity and, in general, in
the professional activity of the teachers in the pre-university environment
the training needs of the teaching members on the use of online tools.

Research Tool
The research tool was developed by the project team based on the specialized literature
review and based on the previous experience on the online study as a learning-teaching and
research space.
The questionnaire was built by two dimensions that reach the estimated objectives:
1. previous experience in using the online environment as a learning environment
2. teachers’ training needs on the use of online tools.

I. For the first dimension we chose the following variables:
o online learning alternative to traditional learning
o frequency of use of some online educational resources (documentary, YouTube, other
resources)
o operationalization of the online learning space by identifying some sites that teachers
have used in the processes of documentation and teaching / learning
o previous experience with using online documentary / training sources.

II. For the second dimension we tried to capture: the advantages and disadvantages of
online courses and identification of the training needs by identifying those necessary
aspects in using the online environment as learning resource.
In order to make comparisons between various categories of teachers some factual
data were requested: gender, age, level of education, teaching experience, education cycle
and curriculum.
Population and survey sample
The target population was composed of pre-university teachers, regardless of their
education cycle they operate in (preschool, primary, secondary or high school). The sample is
one of convenience, built by launching some invitations to participate in the study
(supplementation).
On the 17th of November 2016 the sample had 1,008 respondents and the sample
structure on socio-demographic variables was as follows:

Gender
Valid

Frequency
130
878
1008

Male
Female
Total

Percent
12.9
87.1
100.0

Respondent’s level of education
Valid

Frequency
40
529
402
37
1008

Highschool
Faculty
Master
PhD
Total

Percent
4.0
52.5
39.9
3.7
100.0

Education cycle the responds operate in
Responses
N
Percent
Education cycle
Education cycle you teach in
113
9.0%
Primary teaching cycle
284
22.6%
Secondary teaching cycle
421
33.5%
High-school teaching cycle
392
31.2%
After-highschool teaching cycle
48
3.8%
Total
1258
100.0%
The number of respondents is higher than the sample size because some respondents teach
within several educational cycles.
Curricular area most subject taught fall into
Valid

Pre-school education
Primary education
Language and communication
Mathematics and sciences
Man and society
Arts
Physical education and sports
Technologies
Counselling and guidance
Special education
Total

Frequency
95
205
144
296
95
11
16
91
33
22
1008

Percent
9.4
20.3
14.3
29.4
9.4
1.1
1.6
9.0
3.3
2.2
100.0

Activity environment
Responses
N
Percent Percent of Cases
Activity
urban_activity
700
66.7%
69.4%
a
environment
rural_activity
349
33.3%
34.6%
Total
1049
100.0%
104.1%
The number of respondents is higher than the sample size because some respondents teach
within educational cycles both in the urban and rural environment.
Comment: To give a chance to express their views to the teachers who received the
invitation later, the data collection period was extended until the first week of December
2016.1.

Data collection
Given that we wanted to collect data from as many Romanian counties as possible, we
chose to develop an online questionnaire. Invitations to study were sent in two ways. Thus,
there were used both the existing communication channels of the management structures in
the pre-university environment as well as the social sites, especially Facebook, specifically,
discussion groups of teachers in the pre-university environment (i.e. Dascali.ro – a group of
over 17 thousand members).

1

At the date of this report the questionnaire had been filled in by 1,047 teachers.

Image no. 1 Print screen of some postings of the project members
To get a larger number of responses we sought the support of the county school
inspectorates and of the CCDs in all the counties. They in turn distributed the questionnaire
link to the fellow teachers in the county with the request to participate in the study. To make
sure that teachers' participation in this study is voluntary and informed we prepared an email
with the objectives and the nature of the study. This email was sent along with the
questionnaire link by the county inspectorates and CCDs via the online communication
channels they usually use.

Image no. 2 Email content print screen

There also were identified discussion groups of the teachers’ in the pre-university
environment and there were launched invitations to participate in the study by filling in the
online questionnaire.

Image no. 3 Timis Teachers Facebook Group

Results
Given the study objectives, the identification of the practices for the use of the
environment in their professional activity and the teachers’ training needs, we will present
univariate descriptive analyses of the responses received but also some bivariate analyses
presented as comparisons between various categories of teachers.
To exemplify the modality of presenting the data but also for an overview on the final
results we will present some of the analyzed variables. We mention that this study is still
ongoing and the presented results will be altered by subsequent responses in December.

1. Do you consider that online learning is an alternative to traditional learning?
Valid

Yes
No
Total

Frequency
880
128
1008

Percent
87.3
12.7
100.0

One may notice that the respondents consider - in large proportion 87.3% - that online
learning can be considered as an alternative to regular learning, the traditional learning. The
high percentage indicates a change trend among teachers who accept the online
education/learning as “desirable”. Further analyses on the final study sample will capture
optional differences between the various categories of teachers who answered to our
questionnaire.

2. To what extent have you used so far in your professional activity (teaching /
learning):
(Electronic resources recommended on specialists’ forums in your field)
(Electronic resources provided by the colleagues in your institution)
(Videos/tutorials (YouTube, Ted, etc.)
(Online documentation)

Respondents evaluated the use of certain sources of information placing them on a 1
to 5 scale where 1 means reduced use (to a very small extent) and 5 means frequent use (to a
great extent). The online documentation (in general) is the most often used method. Similar
values were obtained by videos / tutorials and the educational resources identified on
specialists’ forums in the field of activity. The lowest value was obtained by the indicator

"Electronic resources provided by the colleagues in your institution". One may notice that the
documentation activity is an individual activity or upmost organized on professional groups.
4. In the near future – do you intend to learn something new or to strengthen the
knowledge that you already have?
Valid

Yes
No
Total

Frequency
983
25
1008

Percent
97.5
2.5
100.0

For the teachers in the pre-university education system learning is a current and
regular activity. This reality is also reflected by the answers given to this question where a
percentage of about 98% mentioned that in the following period they would learn something
new or would consolidate their knowledge.

5. To what extent would you use the following sources to search for new
information?
5.5 Online courses
5.4 Other online sources (specialized sites, internet generally)
5.3 Videos/tutorials (YouTube, Ted, etc.)
5.2 Specialized forums
5.1 Specialty books/handbooks

The online documentation is generally preferred by respondents when they assess the
sources they would use to search for new information. The other values are also high and
approach the value of the online documentation. Based on the final results it will be
interesting to identify whether certain categories of teachers made different hierarchies of
these potential documentary sources.
6. We will present some of the issues that specialists enumerate among the
advantages of online courses. To what extent do you also consider them ADVANTAGES
of the online courses?
6.7 (Online courses involve lower costs than traditional ones)
6.6 (Each participant may choose their appropriate moment (own schedule and
rhythm) to get involved into...)

6.5 (Short-time courses)
6.4 (Online course propose up-to-date topics and information)
6.3 (Trainings offer is diverse and covers the most specific training/preparation needs)
6.2 (One may choose trainings provided by various educational establishments
(foreign universitied, organizations...).
6.1 (One may acquire the necessary competences for their professional development).

Based on the answers provided by the respondents one can make a top of advantages
of the online courses as perceived by teachers. Their own rhythm and the lower cost of online
courses versus traditional ones are the two advantages on top positions in the sample
teachers’ assessment. Once the study completed, hierarchies may also be made according to
the categories of teachers who answered the questionnaire. For example, different tops can be
made of teachers in rural areas and in urban areas.
7. We will present some of the aspects that specialists consider as disadvantages
of online courses. To what extent do you also consider them disadvantages of online
courses?
7.5 (Online courses sometimes require changing the learning habits)
7.4 (Language of the learning environments and the working tasks)
7.3 (Credits/certificates obtained after the online courses are not recognized)
7.2 (Trainees tend to extend the training duration for no reason)
7.1 (Trainees hardly benefit from the trainers’/tutors’ guiding)

A list of potential disadvantages of online courses (as emerged from the specialized
literature) was subjected to teachers’ assessment. Just as with advantages, the rating scale was
1 to 5, where 1 means very little extent while 5 = very high extent. Based on partial results we
can say that the most acutely perceived disadvantage was that the certifications obtained from
online courses do not have the value of the certifications obtained by traditional methods
(training courses). For three of the five disadvantages the average responses did not exceed
the middle area of the scale which can be an indicator that they are not perceived as major
disadvantages.
8. To what extent do you consider that you need training for the following
aspects:
8.13 (Specific applications, practical examples)
8.12 (Team work)
8.11 (Topics of specialization area)
8.10 (General digital competences)
8.9 (Interpersonal or group communication)
8.8 (Foreign languages)
8.7 (Learning techniques)
8.6 (Educational software)
8.5 (Using the internet)
8.4 (Assessment)
8.3 (Didactics of taught subject)
8.2 (Conflict management)
8.1 (Students class management)

Applications and practical examples are identified by teachers as requiring additional
attention. The 4.16 (the maximum is five) average obtained places this aspect on top of the
teachers’ training needs. An interesting element of the training needs top is granted by the
position occupied by “using the internet”, that is the last position. The teachers’ average was
3.17. Comparison can be made on the final data to see whether this top is consistent among
various categories of teachers.

Some interim conclusions
From a methodological point of view this study is a real challenge, primarily because
it seeks to attract a significant number of teachers from the pre-university environment, as
respondents. Even if the sample is not built by a dedicated sampling method, i.e. proportional
sampling, the large number of respondents enables the identification of a direction of opinion
existing in the investigated population regarding the use of the online environment as a
learning environment.
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